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ABOUT CACIM 
 

CACIM (the India Institute for Critical Action Centre in Movement) is an 

initiative towards cultivating and nurturing a culture of critical reflexivity 

and action in individual and public work. The work of CACIM aims to build 

and maintain real and virtual spaces for fundamental research and critical 

reflection, exploration, action and creation in the field of movement. 

 

CACIM grew out of an experimental informal association named Critical 

Action (CA) that existed during 2001-05 between scholar-activists in 

different parts of the world; and of several years prior to that, of research 

into and direct involvement in the history and dynamics of social and 

political movement, by several CA members. 

 

CACIM was formally established in 2005 as a transnational, intercultural, 

and interdisciplinary organisation. 

 

Mission 
 

Our mission is to stimulate multiple learning centres across disciplines and 

cultures, and support and encourage all those involved in different ways 

with movements- activists, researchers and teachers, professionals, artists 

and composers, and thinkers, both mature and young, and both from the 

civil and in civil worlds. CACIM’s work is about promoting criticality in 

socio-political action and movement. It sees critical thinking and reflection, 

and critical engagement, and though this critical action, as contributing to 

broader and more effective transformational social power. 

 

CACIM works to strengthen the capacities and effectiveness of 

movements, and of activists in movements and of their supporters, 

through helping them develop a deeper than usual analysis of broader 

political, social, and economic structures and dynamics that underline the 

problems. 

 

A related goal is to help movements to build mutually supportive alliances 

instead of operating alone on single issues. 
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Areas of focus 
 

The current focus of CACIM is on the following areas: 

 

·         Strategies and Cultures of Movement: movement dynamics, social 

transformation processes and the role of alliances and networks 

·         Rights, Resources and Accountability: community rights over natural 

resources, access to rights, accountability of state and non-state actors 

·         Marginalities, Democracy and Power 

 

Tools 
 

To cultivate and nurture a culture of critical engagement, action and 

reflection is the broader objective of CACIM; for which it uses different 

tools. 

 

CACIM does its work through aligning with the movements and 

community group as well as through workshops, seminars, and other 

meetings; through networking; through publications directed to (and in 

the languages of) both the leaders and the members of relevant socio-

political movements; through the use of listserves, websites, and other 

new media; through educational initiatives such as courses; and in the 

course of all of this, learning from other experiences and movements.  It 

attempts to be critically reflective in all its own work and processes, as well 

as all times, promote critical thought, engagement, and action within and 

among the CACIM community. 
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Reaching the Real India (RRI) 
 

RRI seeks to provide young people with an opportunity to connect with 

and contribute directly to the socio-political processes of India. Young 

people can observe and understand India and its issues through a 

different lens. This initiative aims at filling the gap between the academic 

community and the mass organisations that work on human rights, 

equality and sustainable development. The programme provides short 

term internships with community organisations as well as long term 

fellowships. Through their engagement with organisations and issues 

impacting people on the round, the RRI interns and fellows develop a 

perspective on social policy and processes, and understand how 

communities access their rights and entitlements through collective action. 

 

I. Internship Programme 

 

The Reaching the Real India (RRI) internships are a valuable platform for 

young people to get an insight on the realities of India and the dynamics 

of social change. The participating students are sent to different 

movements for closer interaction with their leaders, activists and affected 

communities. 

 

In the year 2017-18, four students from different universities interned with 

us during their summer break. Two students interned with the ongoing 

activities in the Narmada valley where they understood issues impacting 

villages impacted by the dam and related projects. Two students interned 

with the NAPM. During December 2017-January 2018, we again launched 

the internship programme under the ‘Reaching the Real India’ project, 

where we invited applications to do the internships with people’s 
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movements and rights based organisations. Two students were selected 

and successfully completed their internship. 

II. RRI Fellowships on Housing Rights in Delhi and Mumbai 

 

RRI fellows engage with the communities in unauthorised colonies in an 

effort to understand the role played by various implementing agencies 

and private builders. In continuation of our commitment to increase 

community awareness on housing rights, this year too RRI fellows worked 

in bastis where urban redevelopment programmes are being 

implemented. Fellows assisted in conducting workshops, held community 

empowerment meetings to develop community leadership and created 

awareness of their rights through public awareness campaigns. 

 

Outcomes: The primary outcomes were the increased awareness of 

community members which enabled them to take matters to court, 

approach officials to clearly state their demands and the ability to bring 

issues before the media and focus attention on injustice meted out to 

those living in slums. 

 

 

The new housing policy Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana - Housing 

For all, replaces the previous 

Rajiv Awas Yojana. We had 

earlier contributed to the 

formulation of Rajiv Awas Yojana 

which had provided for land 

titles, provisions for self-

development etc.  The new 

policy overlooks the needs of 

those most in need of housing 

and instead services those with a 

certain level of income. We are in 

the process of consulting communities on a wider scale and making them 

understand the government policies so as to empower them to voice their 

opinion, if any. We also aim to analyse the issues and demands of 




